Update on psychotropic medication use in renal disease.
Renal failure is a common medical condition, and many patients have comorbid psychiatric disorders. In this review, which is intended as a resource for consultation psychiatrists, the authors discuss pharmacokinetic considerations and provide information about the use of individual psychotropic medications in patients with renal disease. Most psychotropic medications are fat soluble, easily pass the blood-brain barrier, are not dialyzable, are metabolized primarily by the liver, and are excreted mainly in bile. Consequently, the majority of these drugs can be safely used with the end-stage renal disease population.